Minutes Iowa Academy of Education  Friday, April 24, 2026
Schindler Education Center Room 218 University of Northern Iowa
Attendance: Allison Bruhn, Scott Ellison, David Hernandez-Saca, Gabriela Olivera, Liz Hollingworth, Robert Reason, Ann Gansemer-Topf, Evrim Baran, Lia Plakans, Pam Wesely, Kristina Tank, Greg Welk, Ariel Aloe
Zoom: Denise Crawford, Carl Weems, Carla Peterson, Megan Foley-Nicpon
Guests: Bill and Nina Urban (Thomas Urban’s children)
8:30-9 arrival and breakfast
9 Welcome and induction of Ariel Aloe  
Photos
9:30 Discussion by Pam Wesely on the Urban Award. Clarify nominee authorship status (must be first author), clarification of publication year (within past 2 calendar years), nominator restriction (cannot be a listed author), and repeat submissions. Urban committee: Allison Bruhn, David Hernandez-Saca, Carla Peterson, Carl Weems, and Pam Wesely. There is a rubric used to evaluate submissions.  https://iae.education.uiowa.edu/research-awards/thomas-n-urban-research-award 
10am Thomas N. Urban Award presentation by Seth King; Smart VR in Teacher Training: Findings and Future Directions.
11:30 Ryan Brooks, Capitol Financial Planning- overall portfolio does well. 
Lunch
12:30 Presentation, State of the Art AI in Higher Education by Wilson Rojas.	
	Global trends, campus realities, and the cognitive tension ahead. Conversation about how we use AI in schools.
1:45 Business Meeting- Liz Hollingworth
	Website- need biographies, Members at Large, Bills Dissertation Award Committee members:  Deadlines?  Membership Committee members, winner of dissertation award already announced- invite to next mtg
Note: Friday, September 25, 2026 next meeting at the University of Iowa. New Presidents, Pam Wesely and Lia Plakans, new Past-President, Gabriela Olivares
